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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 06289 

ALSO FOR USEC PRIORITY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR XF BE 

SUBJECT: ARAB DEMARCHE TO EC AND BELGIAN GOVERNMENT 

1 . DCM OF EGYPTIAN EMBASSY (ZAKI) CALLED ON DCM ON 
MARCH 30 TO INFORM HIM THAT EGYPT HAS LAUNCHED A VIGOROUS 
EFFORT TO SECURE AN EC DENUNCIATION, IN THE WAKE OF THE 
BEGIN TRIP TO WASHINGTON, OF ISRAELI INTRANSIGEANCE. 

EGYPT - BACKED BY FRIENDLY ARAB GOVERNMENTS - IS ASKING 
FOR A STRONG EC STATEMENT TO EMERGE FROM THE EC POLITICAL 
CONSULTATION IN COPENHAGEN APRIL 7-8. 

2. ZAKI SAID THAT THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR HERE, FLANKED 
BY THE AMBASSADORS OF ALGERIA, SYRIA AND SAUDI ARABIA 
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(REPRESENTING ''ALL" ARAB COUNTRIES, HESAID) HAD CALLED 
ON FOREIGN MINISTER SIMONET MARCH 24. HE SAID THAT THE 
JOINT DEMARCHE HAD MADE THE POINTS: (1) THE HARD BEGIN 
POSITION MADE PROGRESS TOWARD MIDEAST PEACE IMPOSSIBLE, 

(2) THE EC SHOULD ISSUE A STATEMENT IN COPENHAGEN DENOUNC- 
ING THE BEGIN STAND, (3) IF THE NINE SAT SILENT, THEY 
WOULD BE GIVING TACIT ENCOURAGEMENT TO ISRAEL AND WORKING 
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AGAINST THE PROSPECTS FOR A PEACE AGREEMENT. HE SAID THAT 
THIS DEMARCHE WAS FOLLOWED UP EARLY THIS WEEK WITH A 
SIMILAR CALL ON EC COMMISSION PRESIDENT JENKINS "AND 
OTHERS." 

3. ZAKI SAID THAT SIMONET SAID THAT THE NEAR EAST 
SITUATION WAS NOT FORMALLY ON THE COPENHAGEN AGENDA, BUT 
HE WAS CERTAIN IT WOULD BE "THE MAIN TOPIC OF DISCUSSION" 
THERE BY THE NINE. SIMONET SAID HE PERSONALLY WAS 
SYMPATHETIC TO THE ARAB CASE, AND HE THOUGHT THE NINE 
WOULD EMERGE WITH SOME SORT OF STATEMENT ALTHOUGH NOT THE 
RINGING DENUNCIATION THE ARABS HOPED FOR. ZAKI SAID 

THAT HIS AMBASSADOR WARNED THAT AN EVEN-HANDED STATEMENT 
THAT PUT NO PRESSURE ON ISRAEL WAS AS GOOD AS NONE AT ALL. 

4. ZAKI SAID HE HAD FOLLOWED UP THIS WEEK WITH THE 
BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY AT THE WORKING LEVEL AND WAS 
TOLD THAT THE ASSESSMENT THERE OF THE SITUATION WITHIN 
THE NINE WAS THAT A STATEMENT REALLY HARD ON ISRAEL WAS 
AT BEST A REMOTE POSSIBILITY. ZAKI ASKED WHETHER THE 
USG HAD EXPRESSED ITS VIEWS TO THE EC ON THE MATTER. 

5. WE REPLIED THAT WE WERE NOT AWARE OF ANY SUCH 
INITIATIVE ON THE USG. ZAKI ASKED WHETHER THE US AGREED 
THAT HEAVY PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURE FROM EUROPE UPON ISRAEL 
WOULD BE HELPFUL AT THIS JUNCTURE. WE SAID WE WERE NOT 
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CLOSE ENOUGH TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF US THINKING ON THE 
SITUATION TO VENTURE A COMMENT. HE SAID HE HOPED THE 
US WOULD WEIGH IN HARD BECAUSE EGYPT WAS NOW IN A 
POSITION WHERE ONE MORE STEP IN THE DIRECTION OF CONCES- 
SION TO ISRAEL WOULD BE "MORE THAN WE COULD BEAR." 
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